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FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE

February 2, 2025
« 8:30 Worship: 28
« 8:45 Worship: 70
« 11:00 Worship: 121
« Total in Person: 219

February 9, 2025
« 8:30 Worship: 24
« 8:45 Worship : 66
« 11:00 Worship: 106
« Total in Person: 196

February 16, 2025
o 8:30 Worship: 20
e 8:45 Worship : 50
e 11:00 Worship: 90
o Total in Person: 160

February 23, 2025
« 8:30 Worship: 23
« 8:45 Worship: 64
« 11:00 Worship: 101
« Total in Person: 188

AVG FOR FEB. WORSHIP: 190.75

DAYLIGHT
\ SAVING TIME
STARTS

Starting Sunday, March 9, clocks
will "spring forward" an hour at
2 o'clock in the morning.

GET INVOLVED AT BREVARD FIRST

DON’T KNOW WHO TO TALK TO OR
WHERE TO START?
CONNECT WITH OUR OFFICE :
EMAIL admin@brevardfumc.org

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

March

t"BTIB 9095

VERANITA’S VARIETIES

| heard a wonderful story about Thomas Keating,
an American Trappist monk credited as one of the
principal developers of Centering Prayer and a founder
. of Contemplative Outreach. Click on this link to connect
ng | to their Centering Prayer App:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-

Centering
Prayer

prayer-mobile-app

When Thomas Keating first entered the monastery as a young man, he faced
Lent. He was very eager to be faithful. For Lent, he wanted to give up
everything-- meat, chocolate, sleep - so he might spend more energy on
devotions and Bible Study. His supervising Abbot, listening deeply, offered
this recommendation instead: “Drink a glass of cream and eat a bar of
chocolate. Every day during Lent.” Instead of self-flagellation, instead of
punishing oneself during the 40 days of Lent (excluding Sundays which are
Little Easters), perhaps we might consider how to be kinder to ourselves and
to others. The Lenten task is often a consideration of “giving up” something -
whether coffee, dessert, alcohol, social media. Perhaps we just let ourselves
be..HMM...what would that be like? To accept ourselves in the same

magnanimous way God accepts us...WOW!

What if we took “something on?” A spiritual discipline?

Like 5 minutes of Centering Prayer (see the above app).

Or 5 minutes of Soul Space (see the app logo to the left).
(https://app.soulspace.co/)

What if we tried on a different perspective? Like imagining that everyone
we meet is doing the best they can. Like letting people be who they are, not
who we want them to be.

This Lent, we are exploring what it means to sit in the middle, in the “in
between.” It is in between extremes that we find vitality, we find nuance,
we may find a way forward. Historically, Methodists have been accused of
“riding the fence, sitting in the middle.” | maintain this is a legitimate and
NEEDED perspective in the midst of the political, cultural extremes we are
experiencing. Let us enter Lent with the intention of finding God in the
midst of extremes. The middle may be a fruitful and faithful place to find
ourselves...

oA Fruitful Lent to You - Grace and Peace, Veranitn

brevardfumc.org



Brevard First United Foundation Announces 2025 Grants
Impacting Lives: 2025 Grant Recipients

The Brevard First United Methodist Church Foundation is humbled to name its 2025 grant recipients,
supporting both the ministries of BFUMC and community non-profits. Grants help address pressing needs in
Transylvania County, strengthen programs that serve children, families and individuals who are
facing economic and emotional hardships, as well as funding critical facility improvements.
+ Transylvania County Schools Education Foundation (TCSEF)
Ensuring that students facing food insecurity have access to nutritious meals during school breaks through
Backpack Buddies. The funds will help offset the more than $42,000 cost of providing food for children
during Thanksgiving, Christmas and Spring Break.
+ Brevard FUMC Trustees
 Steeple replacement
« Maintenance of church buildings, including the parsonage
e HVAC upgrades
« Safety improvements to maintain a welcoming space for worship and service.
+ Shelter Available for Family Emergencies (SAFE)
Providing families in crisis with a safe and comfortable refuge by improving essential shelter facilities.
Funding will help purchase two washer and dryer sets and repair shelter flooring.
+ WNC Firewood Ministry
Expanding efforts to provide free firewood to families in need, ensuring no one faces winter without heat.
Funding provided through the Foundation’s “Mission Moving Out to Serve” endowment. Grant will:
« Create a new centralized, accessible distribution site in the Caldwell Street parking lot.
o Will support the cost of a trailer.
+ Training and Equipping Related to Trauma Resiliency
Working with the Center for Trauma Resilient Communities. Grant will:
« Equip BFUMC and Weekday Children’s Program leaders, staff and volunteers to provide compassionate, informed
support for individuals struggling with the trauma of all kinds of events and loss.
+ Free Rein Center
Supporting equine-assisted therapy scholarships for schoolchildren with cognitive, developmental,
behavioral, and emotional challenges. Funding supports Free Rein’s scholarship program.
+ Platt Boys and Girls Club
Enhancing STEM (Science Technology Engineering and Math) education with a year-round curriculum,
helping young minds build skills for the future. Funding toward curriculum for new year-round program.
+ Housing Assistance Corporation (serving Henderson, Poke and Transylvania Counties)
Contributing to critical home repairs for families affected by natural disasters and economic hardship.
Funding will support Transylvania County needs.
+ Daniel Boone Council, Troop 703
Grant from the Jim and Annette Furr Fund Philmont Scout Ranch Scholarship endowment

established at the Foundation in 2007 to ensure all Scouts have access to outdoor experiences.
Grant will: Q_
e Enable Scouts from Troop 703 to participate in a high adventure whitewater rafting trip.
e Provide air fare and tuition to the legendary Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico.
To learn more about how you can make a difference, contact Mark Bailey, Board Chair, o%'
at 828-231-7107 or Foundation.Brevard.FUMC@gmail.com. Yare. grow-

Read full letter on www.brevardfumc.org.

Together, We Make an Impact.
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intention & action

ASH WSDNSSDAY

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025
Read

Luke 9:51-62 The “would-be followers” (as the NRSVUE calls them) have good intentions.
They want to follow Jesus, but Jesus calls them to put their money
CO n1 rr] Qr]lﬁry where their mouths are. Somewhere between good
Dr. Mindy McGarrah Sharp intentions and impulsive action lies discipleship.

On Ash Wednesday, we make a commitment

Edited by V. Alvord

to align our intentions and our actions.

Lent calls us to step forward, even when we're not fully ready.

Are you ready to move toward transformation? Ready to set Lenten intention,
even with challenges? You may be ready, with some good reasons to wait a little
longer to begin. That is OK. Getting ready shifts intentions to
active practices of packing, strength-training, and starting farewells.
The disciples had already asked about itineraries: Where will we sleep?
What will we eat? Whom should we trust or fear along the way?

They raise concerns about rejection and prepare to retaliate.
Regarding readiness, the more we research listening, the more we rethink it.
It's tempting to consider listening a skill set: don’t cross your arms,
make eye contact, be curious, avoid intercultural offenses.

Learn the skills, then you’re ready to go...

If mastering skills precedes listening well, how long does that take?

Is it ever possible to be completely ready?

How are we supposed to listen for good news at inconvenient times?

In Luke 9:51-62, Luke does not deny the grief work
that keeps getting bumped off our to-do lists. Perhaps we need to ask for
extensions. Perhaps we still need to say, “Hold up, I'm almost ready...”
When important preparation remains undone and losses remain ungrieved,
the time to move is today. Listening may be a practice on the move,
it may be learning as we go. Listening may be a birthing
at the gravesides of yesterday.

This is the day. Lent is here. Are you ready?

Reflect

As Lent begins, how can you align your intentions with your actions?
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SAFE CHURCH
CONFERENCE

BFUMC is providing a space where
you will learn, share, and grow

together in advocating for a safe e OC
Church for all. N &'
SIGN UP : BFUMC FACEBOOK OR ‘ ¥

EVENTBRITE.COM

19TH ANNUAL

EMPTY BOWLS \ /
SOUP LUNCH
A $25 donation (by cash or a >
check) includes lunch and a
handmade bowl.
BREAD OF LIFE

NO SIGN UP NECESSARY

TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

CROSSNORE

CENTER FOR TRAUMA

RESILIENT COMMUNITIES Center for

Tanya Blackford with CRTC will  Trauma

continue to equip our leaders ope
12:30- by growing hearts, minds and reSII.Ie.nt
2:30pm skills. communities

THIS SESSION IS JUST FOR

WCP STAFF & SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHERS

BREVARD MIDDLE SCHOOL

SPRING CHORUS CONCERT
We are delighted to host
BMS once again, come out to
enjoy the concert! Cookie
donations are welcomed.

NO SIGN UP NECESSARY
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American T GERARD FAMILY GROUP NIGHT

Thursday, March 6
Red Cross HOUSE 500 7:000m at BrUMG
BI.UUD DRIVE Family Night is a free support meeting for whole families
Satumav1 Marcn 22, 2025 experiencing special needs. This group is not diagnosis

specific and is open to families living in Henderson and

730am B 1200[]"1 at Brevam F”St UMG surrounding counties. Meet other parents & enjoy a meal!

. 5.4, MUSICNOTES .73
Tuesday, March 11-6:30 - 7:30pm @“J Ring! Ring! Bells are Back!
All are welcome to join in the g Bells will begin working on an original arrangement for
Fellowship Hall for discussion and Palm / Passion Sunday (April 13) that incorporates

growth of the church! We hope to see you there! handbells and hand chimes!
Two groups will practice separately then join together at

M ARBH GHUHGH RE Al] the last practice. If you are interested in trying bells, have
{ some musical background and have a willing spirit,
TOL : {éet he il LIFE TOGETHER contact Tim Rgadin music is very hel fgul ’
g by Dietrich Bonhoeffer ) 8 y helprul.
45 Book costs : $5.00 (Tim@BrevardFUMC.org) Groups practice on Thursday,
March 13. The Morning Bells practice 11:00-noon. The

Read the book in March then . I . _ . ke olace i
Attend Lunch & Conversation: Evening Bells practice 6:30 - 7:30. Practices take place in

BN S.nday, March 30th, @ 12PM the Bell and Book Room on the Upper Level.
at Brevard College Cafeteria. Singing Saints gather on Monday, March 10 at 11:00 then
prermics Boxuorrren - Grab a copy in the Narthex near go to lunch together. In March, we are exploring Celtic
the sign up table! tunes. We will go to Dugans for lunch for anyone interested

in Shepherd Pie. Come and join the singing and fellowship!

GHUSSTUWN YU UTH U PDATES Wear some green, you just might get lucky!

Sunday, March 2 Crosstown at St Phillips Episcopal Children's Choir is gearing up to sing on Sunday, March 16
Sunday, March 9 Crosstown at LC-Good Shepard at 11:00 and Sunday, March 23 at 8:45. To go along with
Sunday, March 16 Crosstown at Brevard FUMC the lessons of the morning, they will sing and teach us

Sunday, March 23 Crosstown at St Phillips Episcopal about "Mary and Martha.”

Sunday, March 30 Crosstown at Brevard FUMC . o
Kids practice is Wednesdays 4:30 - 5:15.

MIDDLE SCHOOL LOCK IN MONTHLY MONDAY MEETINGS

March 28, 2025, 7:00pm — March 29, 2025, 8:00am Don’t forget about the reoccurring monthly

meetings Brevard First hosts! There are so many ,.----., .
great ways to connect with this congregation
and community! 34 .
This month’s College Walk Communion will be held ALL ON MONDAY, March 10th : Q
on Thursday, March 13 at 1:00PM. « 9:45AM Prayer Shawl| Group in the Chapel ™. . .

o 11:00AM Creation Care in Asbury Class
o 11:00AM Singing Saints in the Choir Room
JOIN ONE OF THESE GROUPS, OR CREATE YOUR OWN!

brevardfumc.org

Rev. Dr. Sharad Creasman will be serving Communion
this month and looks forward to worshiping with you!


https://www.amazon.com/Dietrich-Bonhoeffer/e/B001H6WDKQ/ref=aufs_dp_fta_an_dsk

MARCH PREACHING SCHEDULE

March 2
Communion Transfiguration Sunday
Rev. Veranita Alvord, Preaching

March 9
LENT 1, Everything [in] Between:
stranger & neighbor
Rev. Veranita Alvord, Preaching

March 16
LENT 2, Everything [in] Between:
faith & works
Rev. Veranita Alvord, Preaching

March 23
LENT 3, Everything [in] Between:
rest & growth
Rev. Dr. Sharad Creasman, Preaching

March 30
LENT 4, Everything [in] Between:
lost & found
Rev. Sarah Grace Montgomery, Preaching

LENT & EASTER EVENTS :

Please read below for the events that

start TODAY and will be leading up to Easter Sunday :
Ash Wednesday - 03.05
12:00PM Afternoon Service at St. Timothy’s UMC
2:00-4:00PM Drive Through Ashes at College Walk
6:00PM Evening Service at Brevard First United
Maundy Thursday - 04.17
starting at 6:00PM in the Fellowship Hall
Good Friday - 04.18
starting at 6:00PM in the Fellowship Hall
Sunrise Service - 04.20
at 6:30AM, on Brevard College Campus
Easter Worship Service - 04.20
ONE Service at The Porter Center at 10:30AM,
childcare provided
Easter Egg Hunt - 04.20
After worship, join us on the Brevard College Quad
(near the flag pole), for the annual hunt!
BRING FRIENDS, FAMILY, NEIGHBORS!
ALL ARE WELCOME!
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11
12
13
14

15

MA

Bob Gibson
Kristi Stephenson
Liz Gibbs

Ezekiel Lewis 18
Connie Kay Hughes
Averie McCall

Eve Walker 20
Don Campbell 21
lan Alley 22
Burgon Gibbs

Lucy Hathaway
Elizabeth Rahn 23
Jim Alderman 24
Martha Dobbins

Jay Farrell 25
Anna MccCall

Dawn Gardner-Hand 27
Claudia Hawkins

Wayne Hyman

Ethan Miller 28
Spencer Ennis 30
Kathy Bailey

Karen Koelling
Gillian Hillman
Simons Welter
Dot Holton
Rick McGaha

WEEKLY & MONTHLY TIES : UPDATE

Starting in APRIL, each Monthly TIE will be sent
on the last Wednesday of the month. There will
be NO WEEKLY TIE when the Monthly is sent out
that week. Expect Weekly Ties every week... apart
from the last of the month. We thank the Ad Hoc
Communications Team for this suggestion! Please
email Brittany at admin@brevardfumc.org with
any questions regarding this new schedule.

BIRTHDA

Don’t see your birthday on
Email Brittany to correct this

admin@brevardfumc.org

H

YS

Rebecca Harris
Russell Hathaway
Mike Shelley
Meredith Manker
Christopher Martin
Anna Moser
Kenneth Olson
Camille Ziegler
Hayes Bryson
Hannah Gill
Amy King
Rebecca Stroup
Shirley Booth
Beth Burghardt
Barbara Barton
David Rowe
Shirley Cassell
Joe Hamrick
Betty Padrick
Allison Walker
Mike Harle
Zack Scruggs

this list?

oversight:

brevardfumc.org



